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Why do we need early childhood education?
In order to have a truly world-class system of education, we have to start

early. Early childhood education helps children gain the necessary
academic, emotional, and social skills to prosper in school and beyond.
However, students in Maryland living below the poverty line have limited
access towards resources like early childhood education. The Blueprint

ensures a strong start to achieving a world-class education by investing in
children, families, early education providers, and supportive services.

Early Childhood Education Initiatives
transitional supplemental
instruction (tsi) grants

Funding provided for one-on-one and
small group additional academic

support for students in grades K-3 who
are identified as struggling learners.

Funding for a statewide expansion of
critical early-intervention programs. The

Blueprint will create at least 30 new family
support (Patty) and 135 new early learning
(Judy) centers across Maryland by 2030.

prekindergarten
expansion

Funding to broaden the availability of
prekindergarten and school readiness services

and resources to serve 3- and 4-year-olds
from low-income families. Additional funds are
provided to support the expansion of voluntary

full-day PreK, hire staff, and ensure socio-
economic diversity across classrooms.

provider capacity-building  
tuition assistance&

Patty      Judy center
expansion

&

Annual increase of funding for capacity-
building and tuition assistance programs
within the Maryland State Department of
Education, culminating in $17 million and

$6 million, respectively.
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Sliding Scale
The Blueprint aims to expand the availability of high-quality, full day prekindergarten
to children across Maryland. The Blueprint accomplishes this with a sliding scale
established by the Maryland Department of Education. 

The Sliding Scale (how much is expected for families to pay):

Tier I = income <300% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)Free

Full Cost Tier III = income >600% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

Tier II =  income between 301% - 600% of the Federal Poverty Level
(FPL)
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Patty and Judy Centers
Family Support Centers- also known as Patty Centers- are free, comprehensive
services provided for children from birth to 3 years of age and their parents. These
Centers use activities for parents and children to promote children's healthy
development. The Centers also connect families to a solid network of lasting peer
and professional support.

Judy Centers, or Early Learning Centers, improve the quality of life for families.
These sites provide comprehensive education services to young children and their
families as a means to promote school readiness through a dedicated staff of early
learning professionals and collaboration with other agencies and programs.
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